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FUSE@PSO on June 24 is not a Pops show. Full stop. Bold and underline that. 

Brahms’ Symphony No. 1 and Radiohead’s 1997 album OK Computer may 
be separated by 121 years and many lifetimes of musical progression, but to 
composer, conductor and arranger Steve Hackman, their similarities, rather than 
their differences, are what strike him most. 

In FUSE@PSO: Brahms + Radiohead, Hackman has incorporated elements 
from both of these seminal works and created something all-new, a fresh 
arrangement of vocals and traditional symphonic orchestration that appeals to 
rock and classical fans alike. 

 “This is the first large-scale mashup I wrote, and I always wanted to start with 
Radiohead,” says Hackman, who creates his mash-ups under his :STEREO 
HIDEOUT: brand. “Their music is dense, complicated and thoughtful. 
Radiohead’s harmonic language is quite chromatic and the ratio of tension and 
release leans heavily toward tension. They share these qualities with Brahms, 
along with a certain dramatic brooding feeling.”

Brahms + Radiohead maintains the original symphonic orchestration of Brahms 
Symphony No. 1, with one exception: three vocalists carry the Radiohead 
melodies throughout the perfromance, weaving and  juxtaposing one with the 
other that is at once Brahms and Radiohead. But classical music fans will be glad 
to know that the majority of the original Brahms is heard (untampered with)!

While Hackman relishes the challenge of the writing process of creating his 
mash-ups (he’s currently working on Bartok + Björk), he finds the performance 
element to be the most demanding, specifically demonstrating to musicians 
who have been playing Brahms for decades that this mashup has been created 
with deliberate intent, careful design, and skill and respect — for the players, 
for Brahms and for Radiohead. 

What is Hackman most excited about in 
bringing Brahms + Radiohead to Pittsburgh? 
That one’s easy, he says.

“Playing with one of the 
greatest symphonies in the 
world and introducing that 
fine group of musicians to an 
entirely new audience!”

FUSE@PSO is a bold new approach to 
classical concerts, featuring Hackman’s 
Brahms + Radiohead mashup in a fun, casual 
atmosphere. All tickets are $25 and the event 
features pre-concert beats, food,  happy 
hour-priced drinks and socializing in the 
Heinz Hall Summer Garden. The event starts 
at 5 p.m. and the concert starts at 6:30 p.m. 
For more information and tickets to FUSE@
PSO, visit pittsburghsymphony.org/fuse

ALL MUSIC 
IS CREATEDEQUAL

STEVE HACKMAN BLENDS 
THE MODERN AND THE 
CLASSICAL TO CREATE MUSIC 
THAT IS WHOLLY ORIGINAL

Steve Hackman is a conductor, composer and producer. Hackman studied 
conducting under Otto-Werner Mueller and counterpoint/composition under 
Dr. Ford Lallerstedt at the Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia. He also 
studied conducting with David Zinman at the American Academy of Conducting 
at Aspen and studied orchestration with Broadway orchestrator and composer 
William Brohn. He served as the assistant conductor of the Reading Symphony 
for two seasons, where he led subscription, family, education and New Year’s 
Eve programs. He is the music director of the “Mash-Up” series at the Colorado 
Music Festival and formerly served as the co-creative director of the Happy Hour 
Series with the Indianapolis Symphony. If you ask him today what composer, alive 
or dead, he’d most like to work with he’d say Frederic Chopin. “I’d jump straight 
to Paris in 1835 and sneak into a salon party at which Chopin was improvising. 
And make sure my iPhone was fully charged so I could record it!” “For more 
information and tickets to FUSE@PSO, visit pittsburghsymphony.org/fuse
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